

30                    ABILITY OF THE BARCAS.

But it must be noted, though the military power of Car-
thage was about to expire, that, owing to the extraordinary
military talent of the Barcas, Carthage never possessed an
army so hardened by campaigns, so inured to discipline and
so devoted to its chief as the one which Hannibal commanded
when he left Spain on his way to Italy.    This was in spite of
the decadence of Carthage, and purely the individual work
of this remarkable family.    Military capacity is infrequently
transmitted to posterity.    The few exceptions to this  rule
shine with all the more radiance from their rarity.    It is a
curious fact that out of the six greatest captains of history,
three, Alexander, Hannibal and Frederick, owe their armies
to their fathers' skill as organizers, and the two former came
honestly by their military genius.

Gladius.arshaled the dem-
